LAURENCE STERNE

Sterne took a similar theme to Cervantes, the military-
dhivalrous spirit working in vacua. He chose to portray
a situation in which the servant was emotionally sub-
ordinate to his master's ideals, yet in the world's ways
more practical and knowledgeable.

So far the comparison holds between Don Quixote and
Tristram Shandy but no further. The craziness of Don
Quixote is inspired. The code of his behaviour is not
illogical, but out-dated. He is an idealist in a material
world, an aristocrat among merchants. Sancho is a half-
way figure, sprung from a material world but striving
towards the ideal. His relation towards Quixote, half
reverent, half rebellious, forms the necessary bridge and
buffer between the two extremes.

The relation of Toby and Trim is less subtle. Each has
a single role and particular humour from which he varies
little. A common queerness unites their activities.
"Whereas Quixote and Panza become symbols in their
pursuit of an ideal, Toby and Trim remain what they are,
two lovable and ridiculous figures, whose sincere and
easy feelings compensate for their oddity.

Again an analysis of our laughter at Cervantes and
Sterne reveals the difference. We laugh at Toby and
Trim because they are ridiculous, harmless and absurd.
We see their follies and forgive, or rather than forgive we

husband, no matter whether she understands him or not. The Widow
Wadman wishes merely to have a husband who is capable of being
a husband. Dr. Slop started with the caricature of Dr. John Burton
and a parody of his ideas on midwifery. He ended by becoming
a Catholic whipping-post, his reactions being those of a fanatical
sectarian.

Yorick is, of course, a self portrait. The digression on his character
in the First Book is evidence of the same desire for autobiography
that expresses itself in. the constant intrusion both of Tristram and the
author.
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